
BOWERBIRD

aytentartici

Themalesatinbowerbirdchews

blueberries,dippingtwigsinitsjuice.Itweaves
butterflywings,bottletopsandpinkseashellsinto
thebluewalls,liningthewalkwaywithflowerpetals
andgreenbrokenglass.

SoPaulCelanwrotetoNellySachsthathisson
(uponseeingthebirdsonthewindowsill)
sprinkledbreadcrumbs:Venezmoineaux!Venez
pigeons!-sparrow!pigeon!-come,

come:howlikeness
islikenearness,

andhasyourfacechanged?

Yourfacespillingdownmyfaceinlongblackstrokes-

Gravityontheendofthetongue.

WhenIclosemyeyes,Ican't


